UUC Social Justice Council Minutes
May 24, 2025

The Mission of the UUC Social Justice Council is to facilitate communication and cooperation between
the Council members, Social Justice committees, UUC Board of Trustees, UUC congregation, and the
wider community.

Attendees: Linda Stoller (chair), Rev. Amy, Trude Diamond, Margie Manning, Donna Polhamus, Bob
Hedlund, Christina Bellamy, Eliseo Santana, Carole Vaughn and Anne Burnham (secretary pro tem)

Reading and check-in
Minutes accepted with discussion about how to use Fathom to make the job easier. Anne will
experiment with that for May minutes.

Note: Written reports submitted prior to the meeting are below in quote marks; Anne’s summary of
reports given at the meeting will not have quote marks. The Al transcript has been consulted.

Treasurer’s Report

e “April: Community Health Centers of Pinellas (DBA Evara Health) - $465.76

o May: RAMWI (Refugee and Migrant Women's Initiative) - (will be counted at end of May)

e We also have small donations to FAST and SJC. Eloise and Bob have added them to the respective
line items.” The latter is for FAST’s Investment Drive; Bob will need to break out that amount and
send to Linda.

Community Outreach:

o “June: Equality Florida Action, the largest civil rights organization dedicated to securing full equality
for Florida’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) community. They are changing
Florida through lobbying, grassroots organizing, education, and coalition building.

e July: The Poynter Institute has many missions: support local news; train journalists; house
PolitiFact, the nation’s largest political fact-checking website, and the International Fact Checking
Network, which makes Poynter the global leader in fact-checking and supporting fact-check work
worldwide. Its MediaWise program trains people of all ages to tell fact from fiction online. Its Craig
Newmark Center for Ethics and Leadership helps journalists increase audience trust. And Poynter
owns the Tampa Bay Times, the largest daily newspaper in Florida. These elements constitute
Poynter's mission: to elevate journalism in service of democracy.”

o We received a thank you note from Feeding Tampa Bay for our donation.”

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Racial Justice (Trude): “Racial Justice opportunities are detailed in a monthly newsletter of
opportunities and events to its mailing list. In May, members participated in Indivisible activities,
attended exhibits at Creative Pinellas, and will enjoy the Seafood Festival by Saturday Shoppes
(3-9 PM today, St Pete College in Clearwater, 2465 Drew St).”

FAST (Linda): “FAST had its Joshua Assembly on May 12th at Temple Beth-El in St. Petersburg. We
celebrated our successes this year. We got additional support from City Councilman Gerdes for our plan
to get St. Pete Council to commit to getting at least 500 units of affordable housing each year for the next
5 years. We also had County Commissioner Eggers at the Assembly and he committed to publicly remind
County commissioners that they have a resolution to use affordable housing Penny [for Pinellas] money
for people making 80% of AMI or lower. We celebrated the 20th Anniversary of FAST by remembering all
the wins over the year. Quite an impressive list. We then kicked off our investment drive. UUC has an
investment goal of $6500. As of now we have collected $4000. We will continue to collect investments
and begin making plans for our small house meetings in early September.”

Linda attended Dunedin City Council to thank them for using green storm water infrastructure (GSl),
received a favorable response. April Birdsong, lead organizer for FAST, now has her office at UUC.


https://eqfl.org/about-equality-florida
https://www.poynter.org/
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=2465+Drew+St+Clearwater+FL+33765+United+States

Environmental Justice (Linda):
The EJC is on sabbatical for the summer, will be back in September.

NAMI (Christina):

It is still the same valuable monthly support group that UUC has been having for nearly 2 years, a safe
haven and refuge, with an amazing number of programs. Most attendees are from outside the
community; meetings can also be accessed on Zoom. The major fundraiser for NAMI Pinellas was a
recent walkathon, which some UUCers participated in. A second group is needed but some federal
block grants are no longer available due to budget cuts.

Interfaith Tampa Bay (Maryann):
e “Pride Service: June 29, 2025, 3:00 pm
UU Church, St Petersburg (100 Mirror Lake Dr N)
o Peace in the Park: September - in process
¢ Interfaith Week: October 19-26, 2025 - in process”

Beacon Garden (Rev. Amy and Eliseo for Cibby):

Cibby is heading up the Garden Cleanup today with 20 volunteers. There will be a plant giveaway soon,
garden activities are going well. Eliseo said that In July there will be a gathering for planting a memorial
tree for his granddaughter Gabriella.

NEW AND CONTINUING
Immigration Project Update (Barb Foley, no report)

Celebrating Pride in St. Pete (Margie): “St. Pete Pride Parade is Saturday, June 28th. The parade is 6
pm to 8 pm, set up begins at 2 pm and figuring 2 hours for takedown, until 10 pm. The parade route
starts at Albert Whitted Park and ends at Vinoy. Free parking at St. Pete High School and two Trop
parking lots with free shuttle service to the parade route.

We will be part of a float registered under the title of UU Churches of Pinellas County, which
includes UUC, UU St. Pete, UU Tarpon Springs and UU St. Pete Fellowship. Planning is being led by
Robert Wallace, treasurer at UUSP, Greg [Rosasco] from Tarpon Springs and myself. UUSP paid $761
registration, UUC paid $250 as part of this and UU Tarpon Springs also is paying $250 plus has offered
another $300 to cover other costs. The Fellowship paid $250 but so far has not participated in planning.

Float used last year was damaged in the hurricane and is not available. The discussion now is
whether to do a float or golf carts and that will depend on how many people participate. In addition to
registering for a float, registered for two golf carts and two motorized scooters. If we use a float, UUSP
will rent a truck and trailer from U-Haul and order magnetic signs to cover up the writing on the truck.

So far, UUC participants that | know of are myself, Rev. Amy and Sue Hand - others? Also looking
for volunteers to help decorate float and take it down after and for beads and hard candy.

UUSP also has a booth at the Gulfport Pride Festival on June 7, from 10 am to 8 pm. UUC people
are welcome to stop by and say hi but not needed to staff the booth (can sit with them if want to). We
can give them materials to hand out.”

Celebrating Pride in Dunedin (Linda): The Dunedin parade will be on Friday, May 30th. Bill Newton’s
golf cart is registered and he is going gangbusters with setting up lights and music on it, along with a
sign for UUC. He can take 4 people, so far Rev. Amy said she would like to ride on it if there’s room.
The parade starts at Meese Dunedin Hospital and then goes down to TD Ballpark, which is the ballpark
where the Blue Jays play. There will be tons of golf carts, lots of fun.

On June 1st Dunedin Family Day will be at Pioneer Park, starting at 12:30, going until 5. UUC will
have a booth there, along with Tarpon Springs UU. Come out for that and enjoy the park as well.

Action items: Margie will order more UUC postcards with “love at the center” for both Pride events.
Linda will purchase a Pride flag to fly at UUC next to the Black Lives Matter banner.

Summer of Service Projects

e Backpacks & school supplies for HEP (Anne): “We’ve committed to donating 25 backpacks for HEP
students again this year. I've been communicating with Lori in RE because the Kiwis are excited
about also helping with HEP’s Back-to-School Bash as part of their Summer of Service. Maryann



Hamilton and | will be handling signups from UUC members starting on June 15th, with backpacks
and donations due by July 6th. This year the Kiwis will do the shopping for the number of backpacks
needed to fulfill our commitment. In July the Kiwis will be in charge of a separate program to collect
school supplies for HEP (not done last year). The end of July we’ll deliver everything to HEP.”

o Hurricane packets (Rev. Amy): When Rabbi Michael started at Temple B’nai about a year ago, he
told Rev. Amy that he was interested in doing interfaith work with nearby faith groups, so Rev. Amy,
Sister Kathleen (Catholics), Reverend Anne (Lutherans), Rev. Leddy (Unity) and leaders from a
couple of other congregations, have been meeting together once a month. As a result of the
Catholic Church housing about 40 families during the storms last summer, Sister Kathleen said one
of the things she wished they had available were some kind of packets for people who had been
flooded out of their homes, like toothpaste and toothbrushes.

So, on July 6th at noon members of the various faith groups will gather at UUC to put together
packets of supplies they have collected. Linda will post a list of what is needed in the Octagram so
our members can start collecting right away. Hotel toiletries from traveling are perfect for this. Linda
asked if SJC members would be willing to bring some finger foods for people to eat while they’re
assembling the packets; Anne and Margie said they would. The bags will be given to the Catholic
Church to have on hand if people need housing during any hurricanes this summer.

Social Justice Report for June (Linda): The SJC report will be on June 8th (a week later than usual).
Linda will let worship associates know (Judy Toth on May 25, Ed Kraemer on the 8th).

Juneteenth plans (Trude): There will be an event in Dunedin on June 14" and a big one in St. Pete on
the 14" and 15", Linda asked Trude if, when she puts out that info in her newsletter, she could ask if
people are interested in putting a group together to attend, that they contact socialjusticeatuuc.org and
Linda will get the message. Going as a group is a nice way to show support to our allies in the
community. More info will be coming.

Hispanic Women’s Coalition (Eliseo): This group that is meeting monthly in Surti Hall is growing and
they would like to host a large dinner on June 6th in the Social Hall to give people the sense of well-
being and established community, in keeping with UUC’s values. Grant money for the food had already
been raised but was withdrawn as part of Trump administration cuts. Alianza, the group that Eliseo
heads, had some funding to rent the social hall and pay for it as a fundraiser also for UUC; now that
money will need to go for the food. Eliseo asked if the SJC would be able to sponsor this event by
providing free rent (only) for the Social Hall that evening. Eliseo made a motion and Margie seconded it;
unanimous approval.

Eliseo made a general comment that in the past money that had not yet been allocated was taken
away, but now the Trump administration is yanking grant money that’s already been given out and
deposited in bank accounts. Rev. Amy commented that Faith In Florida also had a grant of several
thousand dollars rescinded. Linda closed the discussion by saying it does not look good for the coming
years and that it's something we're going to need to talk more about at a later time.

Migrant Issues (Eliseo):

Alianza is very appreciative of the UUC covenant group that volunteered to subdivide 200 Ibs. of rice
and flour into smaller bags for distribution to a neighborhood food bank. An additional 200 Ibs of rice
and flour went directly to the fields in Plant City, where families were working. A great example of
working collaboratively with nonprofits through Eliseo’s connection with Alianza and UUC’s SJC.

“I have an organization to help the immigrant & farmworker families directly. Isaret Jeffers, of
Colectivo Arbol (https://colectivoarbol2.wixsite.com/colectivoarbol), which is connected with the Plant
City farmers. He reached out to me with the hope that Alianza Center would help them. Alianza (me
also) do not have immigration or farmworkers as our main drive.... we are very concerned but recognize
that we are not going to be the "spearhead" of action but will participate.

They are asking for 3 actions that | think are in alignment with our UUC Social Justice work:

1. arice & beans food drive
2. a collection of clothing
3. a back-to-school supplies drive



https://colectivoarbol2.wixsite.com/colectivoarbol

We (our UUC Social Justice Council) have voiced a desire to continue our beloved Harriet's work.
I would like to propose that we find” someone to be point person for whatever we decide we could do.

Next meeting: June 28th at 9:30 AM on Zoom. Anne will take minutes in June.

Respectfully submitted,
Anne Burnham



