UUC Social Justice Council Meeting April 19, 2025

Minutes

The Mission of the UUC Social Justice Council is to facilitate communication and cooperation between
the Council members, Social Justice Committees, UUC Board of Trustees, UUC congregation, and the
wider community.

Meeting Chair: Linda Stoller, Secretary: Trude Diamond

Attendees: Bob Hedlund, Christina Bellamy, Barb Foley, Rev Amy Kindred, Barb Shimer, Margie
Manning, Maryann Hamilton, Carol Hamilton, Carole Vaughn, Sue Hand, Cibby Orozco

9:30 Chalice Lighting and Opening Words, Brief Check-in

9:45 Acceptance of Minutes of Meeting March 22, 2025

10:00 Treasurer’s Report and Community Outreach Recipients:

Treasurer
Checks have been sent to:
e  March recipient, Faith in Florida - $592.80

Any questions — email Bob Hedlund

Community Qutreach
Upcoming Recipients:

e April: Community Health Centers of Pinellas (DBA Evara Health)
e May: RAMWI (Refugee and Migrant Women's Initiative)

Consider the 2025-26 Outreach Recipients list to approve the 12 recipients for June 2025 — May
2026 and determine which we postpone for a year. See new list of 2025-26 recipients (attached).
We will consider changes to the list as urgent needs emerge during the upcoming fiscal year.

10:00 New and Continuing

1.

Immigration Project Update — Barbara Foley
(Copied and pieced together from Al transcript)

Gulf Coast is having a very difficult time, and they've got 170 refugees and very little money.
They're asking for donations of money. There is an Amazon registry that Gulf Coast has and you
can look. We could have a small article in the Octogram and let people know that this exists and
this is how they could go into the registry, how to donate.

Donna Polhamus worked very hard to teach me what to do with all the small boxes and the red
cards. And that has gone from Donna's very competent hands. And I'm trying to get to know
exactly what to do.




2.

Kayla is going to continue after this. And I put up a large poster right above the social justice
table. There’s information there, where to put the red cards and suggestions of where to go.

And there's some stories from some of the people in our congregation and where they have placed
their red cards also.

Having that table up all the time is really valuable because other people see it, and a bunch of the
PFLAG people took cards.

Donna had put out a plea for people to tell her where they had left the car at the boxes. People
have done that. Where should I put the information? Hold it for Kayla. Kayla was interested in
knowing because she's thinking as time goes on, we want to go back to those places to refill
boxes.

Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary Update — Carole & Margie

Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary is a one-day conference that UUC is
hosting on Saturday, April 26, to create space and time for transgender, non-binary and gender
non-conforming people, along with allies and advocates, to explore, learn and grow, bear witness
and be witnessed. UUC is one of 26 UU congregations nationwide that are hosting BBCBB
conferences on April 26. Some congregations are having “watch parties,” and streaming all the
programming from the host site in Syracuse, NY. Other congregations, including UUC, have their
own local programming.

We will have 3 workshops in the morning — a legislative update from Equality Florida
that is designed for all attendees, a conversation about mental health with the co-founder of the
Trans Network (a licensed mental health counselor) that is for trans and non-binary attendees, and
a workshop led by the president of PFLAG-Safety Harbor for cisgender people who want to learn
more about being allies and advocates. The afternoon programming is a Zoom broadcast of the
keynote address from Syracuse UU and will be presented by Spencer Bergstedt, a trans man,
lawyer and activist. There will be catered lunch from Memphis BBQ with vegetarian options, and
during lunch we will play a Queer History trivia game. The day will close with a “taking it back
to the community” exercise.

As of April 15, there were 22 people registered for the conference — many of them from
UUC and others from Spirit of Life UU in Odessa, UU Church of St. Petersburg, and from the
broader community. We expect more registrations as our outreach recently ramped up. The UUA
advised congregations to be very cautious about publicity but initially I think we were overly
cautious. In conversations with Wendy from PFLAG who is on our planning team, we determined
we could do more targeted outreach and we have been doing that for the past week, including to
local liberal churches and to Watermark News.

We initially were going to hire Gary Strauss as security but based on feedback that a
uniformed guard might be off-putting to some attendees, we instead recruited 4 UUC volunteers
to be “community watchers,” primarily to greet people as they arrive and keep an eye out for
anyone who appears to be aiming to make trouble. The UUC Board of Trustees approved a
budget of up to $1,000 for this event. We are paying $200 each in honorariums to our three
workshop facilitators. Zoraida Santana will provide set up and cleanup and Jeremy Dillow will
provide technical support, for 3-4 hours of time of each of those staff members. Attendance at the




event is free but we are taking voluntary donations online. Attendees will pay for their own lunch,
but we are offering vouchers for anyone who cannot afford to pay for lunch.

Planning this event has been a true community building opportunity. The planning team
includes UUC representatives from Social Justice, Membership, Property and Rev. Amy, along
with Wendy from PFLAG and the treasurer of UU Church of St. Pete.

— Margie Manning and Carole Vaughn
Celebrating Pride in Dunedin and St Pete — Linda
(Copied and pieced together from Al transcript)
DUNEDIN:

This year for the first time Dunedin is doing a family pride event. And our experience last
year in St. Pete family pride wasn't great. And Lori really liked what we did up in Safety
Harbor. So Safety Harbor is being replaced by Dunedin, we think.

And so what we were talking about was that we would, that UUC would participate with
Tarpon Springs. We think Tarpon Springs will, Barbara's asking her group, but she's
thinking that they'll participate, and we'll have a booth in the Dunedin pride family day.

And that's the thing that we did two years ago. That was great, and not as stressful as the
big parade in St. Pete in that Dunedin has a golf cart parade. And this year it's going to be
the last day of May.

And so [ would like UUC to participate in that golf cart parade. And I know that we
might be able to find some congregants that have golf carts that can be part of that
parade. So that's the day before the family day. So we're going to be looking for
volunteers to work. Sorry, someone has been setting up a volunteer chart to work on the
family day.

It's just that one day. It's just June first. And it's not that long. And we have we think we'll
have two congregations doing that. So if anyone is interested in that, just keep that date in
mind. And for the golf cart thing, I'm going to be talking specifically with Phil Newton,
who I know is working on his golf cart, because I see things about it all the time. Let's see
if we can get a couple of people with golf carts too, and then we can decorate them and so
forth.

There's also a game at the Threshers baseball game, and you get free tickets to that. So
anyway, that I think I feel really comfortable with. I think we'll get people participate. It's
early in the month and so forth.

ST PETE:

ACTION ITEM: Linda will write an Octagram article seeking a point person for St.
Pete Pride parade float.

The question that I really have for people is the St. Pete pride parade. What we have
we have always been had a float and we've done the float, did the float for the last couple
years with St. Pete UU, Tarpon Springs UU. It's been a joint kind of thing. We've
typically given $250 because it's expensive.




The parade is expensive, but it's the biggest parade in Florida. It's quite important. And
then for the past three years, | think, I've been the point person for that parade and 1
would like somebody else to take on the responsibility of being the point person if we
choose to participate in it again.

Last year nobody came from our congregation, but me, to be on the float. So I'm hoping
that we might be able to get some people. And we also would need a point person.

And the point person would just work with the meetings that you have to go to, building
up to the month that just talking about, putting the float together and so forth. We have
the pieces of the float because we've got it down to where it's not too hard to get the parts
together.

So it's really just, you know, showing that we have support, talking, writing articles to get
people from our congregations go down to the parade and sit on the float.

The float can accommodate 10 riders. Rev’s Amy and Patty will participate this year. Sue
Hand will ride on the float.

4. Summer Service Projects — Linda, Rev. Amy, Eliseo, Anne Burnham

Projects UUC teens can do over the summer: a food collection and an education supply
collection. We have two food-related donation activities in April and May (garden rather than
groceries) and two drygoods donation activities in June and July (items for donation via the
Catholic Church and school backpacks via HEP).

(Copied and pieced together from Al transcript)

- Rev Amy: Bag-up donated products. Rabbi Bernholtz (Interfaith group)
proposed that on July 6, service activities occur at different congregations.
They're asking if we can provide a hands-on service on July 6th for one hour,
where people pack those items that we've asked folks to bring through the month
of June into bags, and we give them to the Catholic Church.

e ACTION ITEM: Linda will organize the June collection of items for
bagging on July 6.

- Cibby: Plant donations. April 27, 1 PM, in the UUC garden, [1] plants for
transplant (pumpkins) and [2] plant potting (onions and garlic chives), both for
give-away to people who do, or don’t, have access to a garden plot; May 31 “last
Saturday” event (see links in Octagram and UUC calendar)

- Anne: HEP backpacks project. Raise money for backpacks; last year, we
provided over $800 for backpacks, and we gave HEP over $500 for school
supplies beyond the money we spent on the number of backpacks we had
committed to providing. Begins in June, and deadline is near the end of July.

e Anne needs someone to share leadership for this project. RE volunteers
can help Lori and Rev Amy figure out the teens’ participation for
backpack shopping and delivery. Maryann will help Anne. Anne will be
the contact with HEP and organize in-UUC donations.

e The adults can organize the $$ donations drive in May/June/early July.
The RE kids can help shop for backpacks for their own age group (under




adult supervision) in July. UUC kids will know which backpack styles
are “cool” this year and made of good quality material.

e ACTION ITEM: Anne will ontact Lori re integrating youth/teens'
school supply collection w/HEP backpack program

10:45 Committee Reports
1. Racial Justice: Trude

During March, several of us participated in weekend rallies for racial justice issues such as voting
rights, bodily autonomy, and government services such as public education, Social Security, and
Medicare/Medicaid. Racial Justice intersects with all these social justice issues. We also attended
art exhibits featuring Black artists at the Woodson African American Museum ("Invisible Labor™),
Creative Pinellas ("iBOMS: iMAGINE NATiON"), and Poynter Park ("Embracing Our
Differences").

2. FAST: Linda — FAST Nehemiah Action — A Success

Over 50 people from UUC joined 1437 congregants from Pinellas County to stand FAST
TOGETHER for more affordable housing and clean water. After listening to inspirational words
from Rev. Ben Winder, pastor at First Baptist Church of St. Peterburg. The invited elected
officials joined the group. First up was Commissioner Walker from the Dunedin City Council.
The FAST water quality committee have been working with the Dunedin City Council to get a
code change that would require developers going through design review to use green
stormwater infrastructure to clean and capture runoff before it enters our waterways. When
asked if he would support this code change when it comes before the city council,
Commissioner Walker said a resounding “yes”. The committee announced that they would be
meeting with Mayor Freaney and other commissioners to ensure that this code change moves
through the review process quickly. Then the affordable housing committee came up. Two city
council members were in attendance. Council member Floyd was asked if he would sponsor a
resolution to the City Council committing the city to create a minimum of 500 units of
affordable housing each year for the next five years for families making 80% of AMI. He said
yes! Then City Council member Corey Givens Jr. was asked if he would second the resolution.
He said yes! The committee said that the chair of the Council member Copley Gerdes was
unable to attend but committed to coming to the FAST Joshua assembly.

The next step for UUC folk is to continue to support these FAST wins by coming to the next
big event, the FAST Joshua Assembly. This assembly will be May 12, 2025 at 7 PM at Temple
Beth-El, 400 Pasadena Ave. S, St. Petersburg 33707. This is the beginning of our FAST
investment drive. Also, two elected officials will be attending and we want to show our people
power! In addition, we will be celebrating FAST’s 20" Anniversary!!! This promises to be
another inspiring FAST event. All are invited to attend. UUC members and friends should wear
their UUC tees. A car pool from UUC will be set up that will leave from UUC parking lot. For
more information, please contact Linda Stoller and Lore Eargle, FAST team leaders or email
socialjustice@uuc.org.

3. Environmental Justice: Barb S.




Meeting, 4.16.25. Attendance: Barbara Shimer, Carole Vaughn, Linda Stoller, Christine Bellamy,
Anne Burnham

e Earth Day/Month Activities were reviewed. Reverend Amy has Earth-centric sermons for
each Sunday, Food Forest and Garden activities are scheduled on Earth Day, as well as a
Walking Meditation on Earth Day. Children’s activities are scheduled for April 22.

o Field Trips. The Waste to Energy tour had to be cancelled. However, there are monthly
tours available to the public. We are hoping to participate in the September 26 tour at 10
AM. We will ask folks to sign up and then we can go as a group. The Recycling Tour in
Sarasota is being tabled for now, but they do give tours. We just need to sign up. Plant
City Recycling said they absolutely did not give tours. There was a suggestion of touring
the Sweetwater Organic Community Farm at some future date.

¢ Future of the Environmental Justice Committee. Barbara is stepping down as chair in
June. We will take a summer hiatus, so we will have some time to find not only a chair
but more members. Linda suggested a rotating Chair when we meet again in the
fall. There was some discussion of using Al in the future to interface with Zoom to
record and “write” up the minutes to reduce the burden of minute taking. Carole will ask
Roger what system of Al he uses. There was a suggestion of a Church Picnic in the Fall
where we would have each committee have a table for information about their specific
committee. Having it outside will have the dual benefit of environmental awareness and
community. This would have to be run by the Board.

e To advance the idea of getting more members to volunteer at the Environmental Justice
Committee, we decided to create a flyer and hand them out during the Earth Day/Month
activities. Christina said she would reach out to Anne Gilbert to help create a
flyer. Carole thought it would be a good idea to reach out to Malika and Jamel, who
work in the garden and Food Forest, and ask them if they would like to join the EJC
team.

e Barbara will compose a yearly report and send it to Lore.

4. NAMI: Christina

S.

Meets every second Wednesday in the Patio Room, providing support and sanctuary that
participants cannot get in other places. If you attend simply out of curiosity, please remain for the
entire meeting, out of respect for the trust implicit in the process.

Interfaith Tampa Bay: Maryanne

Sunya Orlofske from SUAC (Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition) spoke at the well-attended
meeting about the many projects they have going in our county. In addition to community
gardens, they are assisting with setting up gardens at schools and homes, and discussing the
potential for cooking classes. We also learned about applying for ‘no spray zones’ for their

homes to make them safer for gardens with plants that are pollinators, and their efforts for
protecting bees and dragonflies. Community monthly meetings are the first Friday with a potluck
at Enoch Davis Center. Lisa Pineda, from the Largo office of University of Florida, also spoke
about their family nutrition program with a ten-year plan to help families change and stabilize
food accessibility. There will be a plant give-away at the Green Thumb Festival April 26-27 at
Walter Fuller Park.




6.

Race Amity is planning an event June 8™ at the Clearwater Bahai Center, 2-5:30. They are
looking for sponsors.

Meeting: COQEBS (Concerned Organization for the Quality Education of Black Students)

Dr. Goliath J. Davis III is the Interim President

April 30 at 9:30 AM, Enoch Davis Center, 1111 -18th Ave. So.

Dr. Oscar Barbarin of University of Maryland will present a report about the concern for
Pinellas Black students not getting the same level of education as the white students.

Food Forest and Gardens, member of the Tampa Bay Coalition of Community Gardens: Cibby

Teaching Garden

We are in the final stages of our gardening classes at the MLK Community Garden, with
our last class scheduled for this weekend.

Last month’s plant giveaway was a success, with about 20 people receiving Broccoli and
Cilantro transplants.

This month, on Saturday, April 26, we will be giving away Roselle transplants for
Hibiscus tea.

We are currently in discussions with the Largo Community Center to bring our gardening
classes there. We are awaiting their response but remain optimistic. If this isn’t feasible,
we will bring the gardening classes back to UUC.

We will have an Interfaith activity on April 27 to make biodegradable pots made of toilet
paper rolls and chive pots. These transplants will be given away at the Last Saturday of
the Month Event on May 31.

Food Forest Accomplishments

Initial Design of Food Forest Overview Vision Map and Plan

Secured a $4,500 grant to purchase fruit trees, companion plants, and seeds for
establishing the Mother Garden.

Established cut flower garden beds with ongoing harvests.

Launched the compost station.

Continued development of Syntropic Agroforestry demonstration.

Annual garden launched and under continuous planting and development.
Sensory garden started and under development and expansion.

Initiated work on clearing space for the establishment of a plant nursery.

Front Garden —

Thanks to Chris Muller's efforts, the "Beautify the Beacon" volunteer day was a great
success. We had approximately 7 volunteers from the Zen center and about 12 from
UUC. Thank you all so much!

Experimenting with management of plants in the pond to prevent overgrowth.

Exploring the idea of hosting a farmers’ market in our Food Forest.

Accomplished: Herbs by the front entrance for anyone to pick; some vegetables growing
in the experimental raised bed behind the pond; ongoing tending to “regular
maintenance” of shrubs around the buildings; removal of invasive ferns out in front of
wall, volunteer helpers delivering oak leaves to compost area; removal of second dead
slash pine; planting of two free replacement slash pines; near completion of renovation of



https://coalitionofcommunitygardens.org/

former rat infested shed, preliminary discussions about possible future plantings to
enhance the pond area and serenity garden.

11:45 Social Justice calendar - additions

Next Meeting: May 24, 2025




