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UUC Social Justice Council Meeting February 22, 2025 

Minutes 

The Mission of the UUC Social Justice Council is to facilitate communication and cooperation between 

the Council members, Social Justice Committees, UUC Board of Trustees, UUC congregation, and the 

wider community.  

Meeting Chair: Linda Stoller, Secretary: Trude Diamond  

Attendees: Donna Polhamus, Carol Vaughn, Maryann Hamilton, Bob Hedlund, Eloise Hardman, Anne 

Burnham, Christina Bellamy, Barb Foley, Rob Benford, Rev Amy Kindred, Eliseo Santana, Michelle 

Miller, Kaela Harron 

9:30 Chalice Lighting and Opening Words, Brief Check-in  

9:45 Acceptance of Minutes of Meeting January 25, 2025  

10:00 Treasurer’s Report and Community Outreach Recipients:  

Treasurer 

Checks have been sent to: 

• ? November – UUSC Guest at Your Table: $ (?) Linda is working with UUC 

Treasurer to get that figure from UUSC. 

• January – Florida  Rising Together: $300.52 

The Food Forest and Garden has for years had a donation line (Did that money go to SJC, or 

where?) but not a budget item against which to draw funds for expenses. Now, it has a budget line 

item where donations and transfers of funds from SJC and other lines can go, and from which it 

can request a check for expenses. Rev Amy and Tim Thorne, the UUC Treasurer, are figuring out 

what money will initially populate that budget line item. 

Any questions – email Bob Hedlund 

Community Outreach 

Upcoming Recipients: 

• February: ACLU of Florida 

• March: Equal Ground Education Fund  

We have received thank-you notes from Feeding Tampa Bay and Clothes to Kids, whose 2025 

June/July collection drive, titled “Drop (off) Your Drawers” requests new, unopened packages of 

underwear. 

Suggested new recipient: Florida Right to Clean Water needs funding by December 2025 to 

support its ballot initiative. Trude added them to our Outreach recipient list for the upcoming 

church fiscal year. At our March meeting, we’ll discuss the 18 candidates we now have for 12 

monthly recipient slots, of which three are traditionally reserved for seasonally relevant 

organizations, and vote on which ones will have to wait til the 2026-27 church year. 

 

https://www.equal-ground.com/who-are-we
https://www.floridarighttocleanwater.org/
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10:45 Committee Reports  

1. Racial Justice 

For Black History month, Racial Justice members were informed of exhibits by Black artists at 

Creative Pinellas and the Woodson Museum, speakers at the Woodson, and the Night at the 

Greenwood Library’s presentation of “A Legacy Thru Learning” on February 28, 5 PM. Members 

have not reported attendance at the earlier February events, but at least two of us will attend Night 

at the Greenwood Library. 

New Black Lives Matter banner installation, February 23, 11:45 AM, to close our Black History 

Month calendar. News coverage expected by Tampa Bay Times. The TBT reporter wants to talk 

with Rev Amy and Eliseo for background on our social justice work in general and the history of 

the BLM banner vandalization, including the philosophy behind why we left it defaced after the 

third time but installed “Hate Has No Home Here” and other love-message signs beside it. 

 

2. FAST:   

• Rally: Monday March 10th at 7 PM at St. Michael the Archangel, 2281 State Road 

580. This meeting is for all of our Justice ministry Team members (that would be you!) come 

together to get ready for the main Action) This is really close by so please plan to be there. 

 

• Nehemiah Action: Tuesday April 7th at 7PM at First Baptist Church, 1900 Gandy Blvd. 

N St. Petersburg. This meeting is for you and the three people you are bringing. Have you 

made your calls yet. We are currently getting commitments from elected officials to 

attend. There will be a bus leaving the UUC parking lot at 5:30. Seats are $5. First come 

basis. Wear your UUC tee shirts 

 

• Work on the two issues affordable housing and water quality continues. The next 

committee meeting for both committees is February 24th at 6:45 at Palm Lake  Christian 

church. 

3. Environmental Justice:   

 

Eight people attended the February 19th Meeting of EJC. 

Topics covered: 

  (Anne Burnham lead):  FL Clean Water amendment proposed for the 2026 ballot.  After 

discussion from group, consensus was that we would prefer our actions for this second attempt to 

be a petition available at UUC table for signatures, promoting our congregation to call our state 

legislators and to bring up at today's SJC meeting the possibility for this to be a Charity of the 

Month donation. 

  Roger Young updated us on the Duke Energy Clean Energy Connect (CEC) program.  UUC is 

now running at 80 solar-powered!!!!  CEC is sending a sign for us to place on our campus and 

their logo will be on the EJC section of our UUC website.  Roger has written an Octagram article 

for this week. 

  Eliseo has put together a mini-summit (Solar United Neighbors) and will put Roger in contact 

with Patel College (Environmental) at USF. 
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  This was Eloise's last night for Eloise at EJC; she is asking for someone to take her place as Co-

Chair with Barb and explained how they have been sharing their chairing duties.  No one 

immediately raised their hands but hopefully are considering and she asked them to contact Barb 

Shimer with their questions/availability.  

  Rev. Amy had contacted Barb, Eloise and Linda asking if EJC could donate some funds to the 

Beacon Garden and Food Forest; Eloise didn't think we had any funds and verified it with 

Treasurer Tim Thorn (in fact, we have not had a budget since 2015).  Linda explained that the 

reason for that was it was determined that all SJ groups would be served best by being able to 

contact the SJC if/when monies are needed. Eloise sent notification email to Rev. Amy verifying 

that (she had already sent an email two weeks ago to advise, in case they didn't know, that there is 

a Beacon Garden account and provided the item account number so that team could annotate it if 

they request reimbursements). They would need to contact our bookkeeper or Treasurer to learn 

balance. 

  Earth Month: We discussed those, and other groups, activities, and made some requested 

suggestions for Lori, which Eloise is sending back to her.  Also field trips, compost lessons, etc. 

  A lengthy but very productive night. 

(The SJC heartily thanks Eloise for her service and leadership on Ecological Justice.) 

4. NAMI:   

The monthly NAMI Family Support Group is in its’ second year at UUC.  Room  

and Zoom, even though we seldom get Zoomers. Thankfully, Lore Eargle runs the Zoom.  Many 

of the participants continue to say that grp is a lifeline for them in terms of support and local 

resources. Bravo to UUC/SJC for sponsoring it.  The MOU runs thru June of this year, and then 

we will probably ask for another year if all continues to go well.  

 

5. Interfaith Tampa Bay:  

Meeting at the Hanger Restaurant welcomed Terry Bower from 2-1-1 joining the board as 

Membership chairperson, and several new members of ITB.  Guest speaker Dr. Goliath Davis, 

first Black St. Petersburg chief of police, presented a comprehensive Black history overview of 

how national events and leaders inspired Pinellas County residents to become leaders of the Black 

community for many decades.  

UUC membership application is attached as last page of Minutes. Dues $100. 

 

6. Food Insecurity/Garden:  We belong to the Tampa Bay Coalition of Community Gardens.  

The Board of Trustees created a new group called UUC Food Forest and Gardens. The goals of 

this group include serving the wider community, sharing the vision for the possibility of abundant 

food security, and honoring the interconnected web of existence. We intend to provide 

educational programs, become a distribution hub, nurture a mother garden and provide space for 

sharing, reflection, contemplation and connection. To accomplish this mission, our first task is to 

restore the food forest and gardens. 

 

The group is divided into three main groups: 

 

https://coalitionofcommunitygardens.org/
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1-  Teaching Gardens - a partnership between UUC and Building my Veggie Garden. The two 

activities we are working on are Last Saturdays of the Month Event - Plant Give Away and 

Gardening Classes. This month we saw between 9-20 people in each gardening class. Many 

people are interested and asking for a different time. We are working on it. Last month our Plant 

giveaway was fruitful. We gave away 100 transplants to the community. This Saturday due to 

illness we have cancelled the gardening and giveaway plants events. The restoration of the garden 

has started as well as the cleaning process to get rid of all powdery mildew plants in the area.  

 

2- The Beacon Food Forest - Amal Jennigs and Mallika Nair are in charge of the restoration of 

the forest. Mallika - continuing to work on developing flower beds near the parking lot. Amal - 

working on building out the new compost bin system. Continuing working on general 

maintenance of the space. Working on a list of current trees and plants to be able to create plant 

signage. Both- working on updating the design maps with the group feedback. Developing the 

fruit tree and plant wishlist for the food forest.  Working on planting out the new annuals area in 

the FF. Clearing and breaking ground on the new herb/relaxation garden. 

 

3- Front gardens - Chris Mueller is in charge of the front gardens surrounding the sanctuary. She 

is building raised beds to also grow vegetables in this area. 

 

This team is very grateful to the property Team, especially Roger and Carl for fishing out all 

muck in the pond and donating it to the Food Forest and Gardens to help in the process of 

restoration. 

 

 11:15 New and Continuing  

1. Immigration Project update – Donna and Eliseo:   

We've been passing out cards that have been vetted for the right information on what to do if 

approached by ICE officers. First, they were giving out plastic ones, but we can't afford to 

reproduce the plastic ones, and we wanted to get a wider distribution. So we are now printing 

them on, they're all on red paper, even though it's a little harder to read. But we are having them 

on red cards because nationally that's what they're talking about, “Red Cards.” Here locally, they 

have put together a little piece on white paper that tells what phone numbers you can call, Gulf 

Coast Legal Services and Immigration Services. We put them in boxes, which say, know your 

rights in English and Spanish. We fill them with the cards, and we have been distributing them in 

different places that people who have concerns about immigration might be. For example, we've 

been putting them in laundromats. The reason we're using boxes rather than rubber bands is the 

idea was to be able to put them on counters and refill them. You can also place them in used 

clothing stores and give them to Hispanic lawn maintenance crews and groups of workers in 

stores and restaurants – wherever there are Hispanic workers or customers. We've done it for two 

Sundays, and we've had quite a few of the boxes go, probably around 30 or so. We need people to 

volunteer to hand them out to UUCers before service on Sunday, so they can distribute them 

around the area. The teachers union has printed thousands of these red cards for us. 

Unfortunately, they weren't cut, and then they have the white papers as well. We have enough red 

cards to last us all year because they've given us so many. But they do need to be cut carefully 

because there’s not much space between them on each page with multiple cards on it. They need 

to be just assembled and put in boxes. And we will run out of boxes soon so that will be an 

additional expense. Linda has submitted a check request to reimburse for boxes and professional 

cutting. 
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Eliseo has not been able to keep on hand a supply of them because they’re in such high demand. 

We do have a large stack of sheets of uncut cards, and f they are able to be cut and prepared they 

will be distributed way beyond the UUs. People are in great need, they want them. It's time to put 

it together so we have a huge supply. Eliseo can bring you 500 sheets. If we have 5,000 cards, he 

will be able to get rid of 5,000 very quickly. As many as we're able to produce in a reasonable 

manner, they will be distributed. 

Gulf Coast Jewish Center’s refugee program had its funding cut without warning. They have 

about 170 refugees that had just arrived in late January, and now they do not have the money that 

they need to find apartments and places for them to stay. They need about $1300 for each refugee. 

Barb Foley will contact the GCJC and find out what assistance UUC can provide. 

The Tampa Bay refugee task force under Florida DCF had a one and a half page wish list from 

the five local groups that work with refugees. Three are resettlement agencies such as Gulf Coast. 

Christina will forward that wish list to Linda and Barb Foley for follow-up. Christina will follow 

up with leadership at RAMWI. 

 

2. PFLAG/Equality FL-Tallahassee trip:  

PFLAG meets at UU at UUC on the third Thursday of each month. They always have a social 

time, and then they have a program. this month's program was a speaker from Equality Florida, 

who did advocacy training for us.  

Carole – The Equality Florida rep did an update to prep people about how to go speak with your 

legislatures for legislative days in Tallahassee, which is March 18-20. They'll have, on the 

morning of the 18th, a prep meeting, which will hand out packets with what the final bills are 

going to be that we use for talking points. 

We broke into small groups on how to talk to a legislator. We did some role playing, one person 

was a legislator, then other people took turns presenting. And so we talked a lot about how to do 

that. There were about 43 people there, and it was really good energy, and it was a great meeting, 

and everyone’s really looking forward to it. I think people are getting together to carpool up 

 

3. Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary update – Carole and Margie:  

“Building the beloved community beyond the binary” is a one day event on Saturday, April 26th, 

probably most of the day. It's designed to create a safe and loving space for trans individuals, non-

binary folks, as well as allies and advocates. It's a national program that's co-sponsored by the 

Unitarian Universalist Association and First UU of Syracuse, New York. It'll be broadcast by 

Zoom to satellite sites around the country, and UU Clearwater has signed up and been approved 

to be a satellite site. 

As far as I know, we're the only one in the southern region right now. So it will include a keynote 

address that will be coming from First UU of Syracuse. At least one workshop and probably more 

that we can pick up also over Zoom from First UU, and then we'll have some local programming. 

We hope to have at least one local workshop for the people who attend. We will be providing 

some food, snacks, lunch. 
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About a local workshop:  We had talked about a one of the folks who's working with us from 

U.U. St. Pete has a friend who developed a queer history trivia game. And so we've talked about 

that; waiting to hear back from that guy.  

I've reached out to a trans individual named Alex Capitan who publishes - a radical copy editor 

who talks about communication and the power of language, to talk about how we talk and write 

about trans and non-binary folks, and I have heard back from him and we don't have anything 

nailed down yet but we've been exchanging emails. 

We've also talked about picking up some of the local workshops from First UU Syracuse, and 

they have a pretty good lineup of things that they're going to be offering. A whole range of 

workshops and we can pick those up via Zoom as well. 

Carole - We have a queer and sexuality studies minor and access to a bunch of student 

organizations on the campuses around here. 

Michelle Huges Miller - I know that a huge issue for many of our trans and non-binary students 

right now is both illegal concerns, legal risks. So any kind of legal advice, and we have lawyers 

on a list. We can ask our students who might be helpful and would be willing to do some talking, 

but I also know that the second of their concern is huge is healthcare. Access is becoming more 

and more limited and Florida is becoming very, very problematic. And so we have again contacts 

with some of the local kinds of organizations that have worked with trans and non-binary 

individuals. If you wanted some recommendations, I'm happy to put you in contact with those 

faculty in our department that work with the trans and non-binary community. I've been the 

faculty advisor to the trans student union for about 10 years. So there's a lot of students that are 

on campus that are getting more and more concerned about such issues. 

Margie – UU Clearwater is collaborating with PFLAG of Safety Harbor as well as Unitarian 

Universalists of St Pete on this. We had a planning meeting on February 4th and began to put in 

motion the plans for all the different pieces that go into organizing a conference. 

A couple of things that we are still waiting for is that UUA nationally is handling registration, and 

we are waiting for them to open up the registration. That will help us get a handle on how many 

people we can expect to have locally. We still don't have a good sense of that. We also are waiting 

to get some publicity advertising material from the UUA and First UU Syracuse. They were 

supposed to have all this out by mid-February, but I did get an email from one of the organizers 

yesterday saying that they expect to have that material out pretty soon. 

So, in terms of publicity, we are not advertising this widely, mostly out of safety concerns. And 

we will be working with organizations that have a trans and non-binary folks constituency to help 

get the word out. It is not a Unitarian Universalist religious event. It is an event that's designed to 

create community and enhance community for the trans, non-binary and allied community. We're 

leaving the advertising up to the trans community for safety concerns. We're trying to create a 

safe space for this day to happen. So everybody, please send us ideas for advertising; we've got 

quite a large community that isn't in touch with all the orgs. 

Linda and Reverend Amy and Carol Vaughn and Christina have been part of the planning 

committee. And we’re looking for volunteers to help set up and clean up. 

Linda – March 20th is going to be “Let us love,” a march in Tallahassee. I think that this is a great 

opportunity for people who can, to go up to Tallahassee to do some advocacy with Equality 
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Florida. They're very well organized. They'll give you a lot of information, and my plan was to 

put this information out to the congregation and see if we could get a carpool to go up there and 

maybe make a reservation in one of the hotels they've suggested as possibilities. Also, I was 

going to see if we can connect with the UU church in Tallahassee and see what they might be able 

to offer us in terms of maybe offering their homes to us or whatever that they could do or that 

they know about. 

 

4. Response team:  

Linda – Many of us get notices of marches, protests, rallies, workshops, letter writing to elected 

officials, and it’s overwhelming, all the stuff that’s going on. We need a rule or a guideline that if 

it's organized by UUC, or we put it in our newsletter and we put it in our calendar, the special 

social justice calendar. I'll publicize it on the social justice Facebook page and that kind of thing. 

But how do we notify the UUC community of other things being organized by other groups, like 

a specific community event for which we might organize a carpool. 

Suggestions:  

• The Octagram can publish only things UUC is organizing or outside organizations’ 

activities on our campus that SJC is sponsoring and has at least one SJC attending (like 

PFLAG events). But on our Social Justice Facebook page, we could put links to other 

groups’ events in other places so UUs can quickly find them, without having to search the 

Web for them, get to their calendars. Many national and regional groups hold Zoom 

informational and planning meetings, but UUs don’t even know those groups exist – like 

Indivisible Florida and MoveOn.  

• SJC could publish on our FB page and in the Octagram inspirational quotations from 

classic and modern thought leaders that reflect who we are, what this time and our 

response to it represents to us and to the world. People like John Lewis, Maya Angelou, 

Stacey Abrams – activists who also are grounded in some kind of spirituality, some kind 

of humanity that shows in their work 

Caveats:  

1. On Facebook, since we’re a religious non-profit, we’d have to title that list of 

organizations/events with wording like “For your independent participation ....” so we 

don’t get targeted as doing political action and have DOJ prosecute us to remove our tax 

exempt religion status. Then we can use our personal emails to arrange group excursions. 

Also, some of the solicitations for in-person action and money may be from fake 

organizations (like those that fooled people on social media before the 2016 election), so 

we should link only to organizations that one of our UUC members belongs to and is 

active in (outside of church, of course). 

 

5. Women’s History Month, March – International Women’s Day, March 8 

Linda will highlight Women’s History Month in her SJ Report and on Instagram. The women in 

our state House and Senate have introduced a bill that would make the law of Florida go back to 

what was before Roe v. Wade was overturned. We'll be following that and seeing what kind of 

https://actionnetwork.org/groups/indivisible-florida-network
https://front.moveon.org/
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actions that we can do around that to try to could get it to the floor this year, which is going to be 

a struggle, even getting it into a committee to be heard. 

I listened to a YouTube news conference of the women who introduced it into the State Senate 

and House. And just listening to that news conference was very uplifting. I will be linking that 

news conference in our Octagram.  

On March 8th in St. Pete, the national organization for women will have a sign waving event at 

the 3rd St. and Central Avenue rally. 

 

11:45 Social Justice calendar - additions 

• Clearwater City Hall will have a town hall this Tuesday February 25th for citizens of Clearwater 

for input. It's going to be at 5:30 at the Clearwater East Library on the St. Pete College campus, 

2465 Drew Street. 

• National No-Buy day, February 28. 

• TransNetwork Conversation at Allendale United Methodist Church this Thursday, 2/27 from 7-9 

PM.  These conversations are meaningful and supportive spaces where your voice matters. All 

trans individuals and allies are welcome to participate in this important discussion.  

• Demonstration at representative Luna's offices at St. Pete College in Seminole. Date, March 2? 

Time? Sponsoring organization? 
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