UUC Social Justice Council Meeting March 22, 2025
Minutes

The Mission of the UUC Social Justice Council is to facilitate communication and cooperation between
the Council members, Social Justice Committees, UUC Board of Trustees, UUC congregation, and the
wider community.

Meeting Chair: Linda Stoller, Secretary: Trude Diamond & Linda Stoller

Attendees: Bob Hedlund, Christina Bellamy, Barb Foley, Rob Benford, Rev Amy Kindred, Eliseo
Santana, Barb Shimer, Joani Weisberg, Donna Polhamus, Margie Manning, Maryann Hamilton

9:30 Chalice Lighting and Opening Words, Brief Check-in
9:45 Acceptance of Minutes of Meeting February 22, 2025
10:00 Treasurer’s Report and Community Outreach Recipients:
Treasurer
Checks have been sent to:

e January — Florida Rising Together: $300.52. They had sent us a notice that UUC’s
membership was elapsing in December, so I enclosed a note with the check that this
donation serves to renew our membership.

e February — ACLU of Florida: $602.56

o  We sent $100 to Interfaith Tampa Bay for annual dues

e Remaining in SJC budget:

= $860 remaining in SJC budget as of this year
= Better World Fund has $2300
» Refugee fund has $3350

Any questions — email Bob Hedlund
Community Outreach
Upcoming Recipients:

e March: Faith in Florida
e April: Community Health Centers of Pinellas (DBA Evara Health)

Please consider the 2025-26 Outreach Recipients list Linda sent to everyone. At our April
meeting, we’ll discuss the 19 candidates we now have for 12 monthly recipient slots, of which
three are traditionally reserved for seasonally relevant organizations, and vote on which ones will
have to wait til the 2026-27 church year. Note that we have, over the course of the current year,
agreed upon supporting the 12 recipients already scheduled, so consider carefully whom we’ll be
playing “musical chairs” with as we postpone some of them for a year.

10:45 Committee Reports

1. Racial Justice: Trude




The new Black Lives Matter banner installation, February 23, was covered by the Tampa Bay
Times. Several of us attended exhibits by Black artists at the Creative Pinellas gallery and the
Carter Woodson Museum, and the Embracing Our Differences exhibit at Poynter Park in St Pete.
The April RJ notice will list events relating to history, literature, health, and supporting local
minority-owned businesses.

2. FAST: Linda

Nehemiah Action: Tuesday April 7th at 7PM at First Baptist Church, 1900 Gandy Blvd.
N St. Petersburg. Everyone put on your UUC tee and come to the FAST Nehemiah Action on
April 7" at 7 PM at the First Baptist Church, 1900 Gandy Blvd. St. Petersburg. The Nehemiah
Action is a large, exciting social justice event that brings together 2000 people from 50
congregations in Pinellas County. This year elected officials are invited and will be asked to
support increasing affordable housing in St. Pete and to support a code change in Dunedin that
would require developers to use green stormwater infrastructure like rain gardens to reduce red
tide and reduce street flooding.

Again, there will be a school bus leaving from the UUC parking lot at 5:30 for $5. There will
also be folks carpooling. Bring your friends and neighbors. Childcare is available but
reservations are required. Everyone is invited. Sign up for the bus, carpooling and childcare at
the Social Justice table in the social hall after the service. You can also sign up at
socialjustice@uuc.org. Our power is our numbers of people!

Rally: Monday March 10th at 7 PM at St. Michael the Archangel, 2281 State Road
580. This meeting is for all of our Justice ministry Team members (that would be you!) come
together to get ready for the main Action) This is really close by so please plan to be there.

3.  Environmental Justice: Barb Shimer

Earth Month Activities:

1.Religious Education. The children are having an egg hunt on Sunday April 20th. They
will place their eggs in a bin of their choice: Building a Worm Farm, Planting Trees and
Beautifying with Litter Pich Up.

2. The Pulpit. Reverend Amy gave us her sermon titles for the month. April 6th will be
Bees, Ants and Other Intelligent Beings. The Birds Save, April 13th. April 20th is Wake
Up! A Play.

3. On Campus April 22nd. Activities will center around the Beacon Food Forest and
Gardens. There will be a Walking Meditation at 6:30 PM. Suggestions were offered on
how to compliment the meditation, with candles, intentional paper, wildflowers. On April
29th, Community Sunday, Christina Bellamy will host a Composting Class. Barbara will
ask her how we can be of assistance.

4. Off Campus. There is a scheduled tour of the Waste to Energy Plant, April 9th at 1 PM.
Please let Barb Shimer know if you plan to go. There is a limit of fifteen people. It was
suggested that all activities be confirmed by Rev. Amy so that a few posters with




activities for Earth Month be posted around campus possibly with a QR code. Also, it
was suggested that the EJC be recognizable by wearing buttons.

e Future Activities:

1. There was discussion of a field trip to Rosebud Continuum and interest in finding out
if we could tour the Recycling Plant in Plant City or the one in Sarasota. Barbara will
check on the one in Plant City and Anne Burnham will check on the one in Sarasota.

2. The Clean Water Initiative (Florida Right to Clean Water) is being revitalized, and it
was suggested that petitions be placed on the Social Justice Table in the Social Hall.

3. Other suggestions were field trip to the Clearwater Aquarium.

4. It was suggested that we be more visible and attend Cibby’s Sunday Garden events.
Barbara will check into it.

5. Barbara announced that she would be chairing the EJC through June of 2025. The
position will be up for loving leadership in September as we take a hiatus during the
summer.

4. NAMI: Christina

6.

The National Alliance on Mental Iliness (NAMI) Pinellas chapter had its annual fundraiser
kickoff Friday March 14 at St. Pete College. Fifty people showed up: NAMI staff, volunteers,
community partners, etc. They asked Christina to offer a short talk about the NAMI Family
Support Group at UUC, which I did. The Kickoff is for a Fun Walk at England Brothers Park in
Pinellas Park, May 17, 8:30-noon. Check the NAMI website for further details.

Interfaith Tampa Bay: Maryanne

Imam Wilmore Sadiki from the St. Petersburg Islamic Center spoke at the March monthly
meeting on “The Purpose of Religion” related to fasting during Ramadan, Revelations, and the
Eid celebration. Member churches and faith centers were asked to include a link/announcements
on their websites to Interfaith Tampa Bay.

ITB is requesting UUC Social Justice Council to sponsor the 2025 Interfaith week midweek
program to be at UUC on Thursday, October 23 from 6:00-8:00 PM. Details of the program TBA.
Arrangements are being made to Zoom the event that will be funded by ITB. Maryann will be
attending SJC sponsor, ITB pays Jeremy for his services, SJC members should attend to enjoy the
event and help with cleanup.

e ACTION: Vote — Approved

Food Insecurity/Garden, member of the Tampa Bay Coalition of Community Gardens: Cibby

On March 29, from 9 AM to noon, we are having the “Beautify the Beacon” day. We are very
grateful to the Property Committee that joined forces with us on this day to pick up trash around
the garden plots, Zen Center, the gazebo and along the driveway and the compost area.

e Front Gardens update:



https://coalitionofcommunitygardens.org/

o Nine blueberry bushes were planted along the wall.
o Arraised bed is getting ready to plant vegetables.

e Food Forest update:

o The compost station is ready for use. The furthest north bin has already been
activated. It still needs signage.

o The herb/fragrance/and relaxation garden is in the middle of being cleared of the
overgrowth vegetation. Beds and planting new starts are in the works in this area.

o The annuals area is getting new seedlings and ongoing cultivation.

o The Syntropic Agroforestry Zone 1 is going through pruning, fertilization
management, and new plantings.

e Teaching Garden update:

o We start teaching gardening classes on Sunday, March 22 at the Martin Luther
King Community Garden as part of our partnership with the MLK Community
Garden.

o The “Last Saturday of the Month” event is on March 29 at 1pm. We will be
giving away broccoli and cilantro transplants.

o As part of the Interfaith activities, on Sunday, April 27 from 1-3pm we will have
the “Mitzvah Day of Service” day. This volunteer activity has the purpose of
making biodegradable pots for Seminole pumpkin transplants and plant chives
for windowsill clay pots. The volunteers will learn to make potting mix soil and
convert toilet paper rolls into biodegradable pots. They will also learn to plant
chives during this activity. These plants will be given away on May 31 at 1pm
(all volunteers are welcome to come back and help us with this event) as part of
"The Last Saturday of the Month" event when we give away transplants for
gardeners who are beginners or struggling to buy plants for their garden. And the
chive pots will be given to people who do not have a backyard or a place to
garden, and the only place they can grow vegetables is on a windowsill. We are
doing these events to encourage people not only to grow their own food but also
as part of our commitment to show people how to reduce our carbon footprint
and help the environment.

e Malika submitted a grant request for the Garden & Food Forest program and received
over $4000. The Santana family matched the first $250 of that grant. Alianza Center has
provided a $500 grant for the UUC Community Garden, which aligns with Alianza
principles.

11:15 New and Continuing

L.

Immigration Project Update: Donna is leaving on April 9, so we need someone to take over the
project’s printing, stapling, and distribution of Red Cards. Kaela Harmon will continue to staple.
Barb Foley will take over through April. Kaela might be able to take over through summer.

Building Beloved Community Beyond the Binary: Carole and Margie

The BBC, BB is a one-day event on Saturday, April 26th, at UC. We're going to be offering
time and space to create community for trans, non-binary,-gender conforming individuals,
along with allies and advocates. It's for the entire community. We are working with PFLAG




Safety Harbor, Pinellas County, and UU St. Pete. Since we last met, registration has opened
for the event, and we have begun publicity. We're trying to keep the event safe.

3. Interfaith Group Hurricane Project: Rev. Amy
Rev Amy reported that she has been meeting with a small interfaith group from the community.
Last summer St. Catherine’s catholic church served as a Catherine’s Catholic church served as a
shelter for about 40 people during the hurricanes. They need a supply of toothbrushes ,toothpaste
etc. in case they are sheltering folks this summer. UUC will host a collection and preparation of
storm survival packets on July 6™ after the service. Linda Stoller will be point person for this
event. Rev. Amy will check to see if St. catherine can be a shelter for our congregants.

4. General Assembly CSI discussion
Upcoming congregational study action issues: housing, fat liberation, abolition
Virtual feedback sessions available for interested members

5. Alianza Center/Rice & Beans: Eliseo. This is the group that | head for the Gulf region. We've
been doing a lot of work here, social justice driven. We're going to be entering into a leasing
contract with UUC and will have an office on campus.

During interactions with the Hispanic community recently, | made a connection with an
organization called Collectivo in the Tarpon Springs area. There may be a possibility for us to
continue the Rice & Beans collection that UUC member Harriet Ha-Sidi led for many years,
more info next month.

6. Bill Alert
Joani Weisberg told us about a bill in the Florida legislature that we should support. This bill (SB
344 and HB435 )will update another law which provides funds to people who are deaf to use
equipment attached to their phones to communicate. Right now, the law only allows for landlines
to be used. Linda said she would put information on the social justice table so people can contact
their state reps.

Social Justice calendar — Although Carol Hamilton is taking classes on Saturday morning she will
continue to update the calendar from the minutes.

Next Meeting April 19, 2025



https://fathom.video/calls/259172512?tab=summary&timestamp=5839.0
https://fathom.video/calls/259172512?tab=summary&timestamp=5880.0

